The Rectory,
Algarkirk
BOSTON
July 8th 1943

Dear Sir,
I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 7th July, a plan,
and a copy of a letter to the Bishop. As you are aware I am opposed to the
suggestion of this house being used for the Women’s Land Army, for I do not
consider the house suitable for the purpose, so far as I am concerned; and I
could mention other reasons.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

(signed) B. W. Hancock
The Estate Surveyor
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The Archdeaconry
Lincoln
15th July 1943
Ref: Algarkirk Rectory and Ministry of Works

My dear Canon,
At the request of the Bishop, Mr Croll and I have today
interviewed Mr. Dawson from the Ministry of Works, with regard to the
proposed alterations of your Rectory so as to make it available as a hostel
for land girls. The Bishop whilst very much desiring not to put you too much
inconvenience does not think that, if the plans are found to be in order, we
ought to resist the desires of the Ministry of Works.
Mr Croll and I have gone carefully over the plans and have
the following plans to put before you. Mr. Dawson agrees, subject to further
investigation of the drainage.
(a)

(b)
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The Water Closet and Wash Basin which it was
proposed to put in the alcove, is now to be put in the
verandah, the glass wall would be built up and a
window inserted. It is suggested that the east end of
the verandah should be used for that purpose.
It is proposed to provide hot water for your part of
the house from the heating system in the girl’s part;
this gets over the difficulty which I suggested to you
about the bathroom room being a long way back
from the kitchen. The Ministry of Works undertake to
see that you have an adequate supply of hot water.

(c)
(d)

(e)

Main water is to be laid on. This you will realize will
be a great advantage.
The Ministry of Works will make good the roof, so far
as it is necessary. I know you will understand the
importance of this from the point of dilapidations.
We have discussed the question of lighting. Mr.
Dawson has hopes that it may be possible to restore
to use the existing acetylene gas plant. If this should
prove impossible lamps would be used. The danger of
fire was mentioned but we were assured that a good
type of safety lamp is used and every precaution
taken. A similar type of lamp is used in other hostels.

The Ministry of Works is most anxious to have the work
done by the main harvest, and now await your concurrence. I hope you will
agree and so permit of the work being put in hand very shortly.
The Ministry of Works will deal with your part of the house
first so that you can continue to use the present kitchen until your part is
ready. As the downstairs W.C. is to be put in your verandah, you will not be
disturbed in your study; and as you are not using this room proposed for the
kitchen or the upstairs room the alterations should not inconvenience you
too much.
With regard to the Fosdyke house I understand that it is
already requisitioned by the Military, and the drainage conditions cannot be
overcome. Also, the girls are required around about Wigtoft so the proposals
are the only possible ones.
Will you please let me know your decision in the matter
and I will write to the Ministry of Works.
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